
  

 

LAND CONSERVANCY TRUST 

SPECIAL MEETING  MINUTES  

October 5, 2017  
__________________________________________________________________   

 

At a Special Meeting of the Land Conservancy Trust of the Town of 

Narragansett held on Thursday, October 5, 2017 at 5:30 p.m., at 

Narragansett Town Hall 

         

Present:   

¶ Thomas Rogers, Chair 

¶ Sue Bush, Secretary 

¶ Jerry Brunetto 

¶ Pati Sylvia 

 

Also in Attendance: Jill Sabo, Community Development, Julie Sharpe, 

President Narrow River Land Trust (NRLT); Richard Grant, President 

Narrow River Preservation Association (NRPA), Veronica Berounsky, Vice 

President NRPA. 

 

Not in Attendance: Jill Lawler, Matt Mannix, Terry Fleming, Jason 

Colonies, Brian Wagner 

 

For the record, this meeting did not constitute a quorum therefore no votes 

were taken; this meeting was for informational purposes only.   

 

Purpose of Meeting ï To receive input from the Narrow River Land Trust 

and the Narrow River Preservation Association regarding the Middlebridge 

Management Plan update.  

 

A summary of conservation recommendations for the property provided by 

NRLT (Attachment A) and input from the NRPA (Attachment B), as 

discussed during the meeting.  

Habitat Restoration 

o Near Term 

Á Restore the natural wetlands shown on page one of the attached. 

Á Restrict localized mowing to allow natural succession of native 

vegetation 

Á Remove non-native or invasive plants 

Á Plant native vegetation on upland sites to increase diversity 

Note: Julie to arrange meeting among NRLT, U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, and Tom for advice on types of natural vegetation 

Á Periodic Monitoring 

 

 

 
 
 

Narragansett Town Hall 

25 Fifth Avenue 

Narragansett, RI 02882 

(401) 789-1044 

 

LAND  

CONSERVANCY 

TRUST 

Chair  

Thomas Rogers 

Vice Chair 

Terence Fleming 

Secretary 

Susan Bush  

 

Members 

Jason Colonies 

Jerry Brunetto 

Pati Sylvia 

Brian Wagner 

 

Town Council Members 

Matthew M. Mannix 

Jill Lawler 

 

 

Town Staff Liaisons 

Kinney Bungalow  

Event Coordinator 

Daisy MacLeod 

 

Community Development  

Mike DeLuca  

Jill Sabo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 9 

Minutes Land Trust 10_5_17_Agreed to File_Final.docx 

 

 

We discussed the importance of monitoring and documenting certain aspects of 

the site, and how it is Land Trust best practice to monitor all properties under 

Land Trust protection. Additional information and/or protocols will be needed to 

round out this recommendation. 

Note: Julie to provide more details on what this monitoring may entail.   

o Long Term 

Á Develop a conservation management plan 

Note: Julie to provide more details of what this plan would comprise to round 

out this recommendation 

Á Periodic monitoring of fresh and saltwater wetlands 

Note: Julie to provide more details of what this would entail. How does this 

differ from ñshort termò monitoring recommendation?  

Onsite Waste Water Management 

Must consider limitations of the onsite wastewater treatment system. Consider use 

of low-water fixtures, composting toilets, portable toilets, aeration systems for 

showers, gray water recirculation system, and possibility of connecting to town 

sewer system. 

Conservation 

o Short Term 

Á Continue PRPA and NRLT education and activities at Middlebridge 

Á Consider dedicating the yellow building (#95) as a visitor center with 

education exhibits and expanded activities 

Á Use landscaping with native plants as demonstration 

Á Consider engaging a native plant grower to lease portion of the 

property for a native plant nursery and perhaps retail operations to 

sell native plants 

o Long Term 

Á Interconnect with existing and proposed trail networks 

Note: Julie to arrange for a meeting among NRLT, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, and Tom to discuss this recommendation. 

Sea Level Rise  

Must consider sea level rise, which is already impacting the property, particularly 

with respect to investment in properties on site.   

 

Veronica Berounsky & Richard Grant, NRPA, discussed current NRPA education programs 

and a summary of the improvements in water quality over the years.  It is clear that the 

water quality has improved because of improvements in upland land use.  These 

improvements are encouraged by the education activities sponsored by NPRA, NTLT and 

others. 
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Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

Susan Bush, Secretary 

AGREED TO RECEIVE AND PLACE ON 

FILE 10_19_17 

ATTESTS 

 

 

Susan Bush, Secretary 
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Attachment A: Conservation Recommendations for Middlebridge Submitted by NRLT 
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